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W拙さ離間dst軸。f thたJ巳wish帥町巳的tiI]n in W巳StfiたId, MA askたd m巳sI]m巳y問いS叩I] t叶巳I超tたtI] th日

印叩門叩tiロn my 「露由lたたti回nS Df my叩ndfさth日「, H即mお皿WI]lf. P獲た§たれt W巳書目Martin andしi巳Sb巳t=鴨SI:h巳「

(Hた「mann’s d制ghtた「), th巳i「 daught日「 Evi日anきhusbおnd, W日It H叩kins〇日S W副as s回nタロ「.鴫l]正l]巳S血即aれd wif巳

Na皿yし鴫S回hた「. AIsロ, Sロm帥f師n’s 」珊ish d叩t叶品lた叩岬S W日置叩「たS即t。 M「.珊dst巳in int「口du鵬d m巳.

Thたt巳Xt b日l8W is El問SSたttたt「日nS〇〇iption,

We’「e ve「y pleased to have Dr. Manfred Kober with us this evenlng. Dr. Kober is

PrOfessor of theoIogy at Faith Baptist Bible Co=ege and TheoIogicaI Semina「y ln

Ankeny, Iowa. He is a native ofSaxony in East Germany. His parents pe「ished as a

resuIt ofWo「ld War =. He g「ew up In a Wa「一tO「n Saxony, and experienced Communist

OPPreSSion after the Americans yielded to the Russian a「my. He escaped to West

Germany in 1952, gOt a Visa and imm-g「ated to the United States.

He stayed in Springfieid, Massachusetts, With his uncle, attended Springfield TechnicaI

High Schooi, reCeived his Bacheio「 ofTheo!ogy degree f「om Baptist BibIe Seminary,

and his doctorate f「om DaIias TheoIogicaI Seminary. He trave!s widelyT and hosts many

tours to Israel-in fact, he told me at one time thatwhen he goes to Israel, it is like

golng home・

He periodica=y di「ects a Reformation Count「y Tour cover-ng SeVen Eu「opean countries.

He retums to Weste「n Ge「many in the summer to help Baptist missionaries in their

Church-Planting ministry・ I have often asked him whe「e he gets a= ofthe time to do

these things・ He probably doesn’t get too much sleep・

He,s going to te= us about a man ofspeciai compassion and courage this even-ng, his

grandfather Hermann WoIf, Who shelte「ed and helped Jews in Germany du「ing Hitler’s

reglme, a man Whom we shouId never forget.

HERMANN WOLF

Thank you, Mr. Goldstein" This is a very tenacious gentleman" Forth「ee years he’s t「ied

to enlist me to speak to the Jewish congregation here in Westfield and any friends that
might want to sit in. l am pleased to do so, because l have neverspoken at length about

my g「andfather at a=・ The adve面sement that appeared in the newspaper had a very

good titIe - “Hermam Wolf’HeIper and SheIte「e「 Of Jews in Hitle「’s Ge「many.” An

aItemate title would be, “77]e Untold Story ofan Uncommon Saint,’’ l aImost fe剛ke

SayIng “Unique Man,” butthen a= ofus are unlque; aii ofus are c「eatures ofGod. He’s

made each ofus in God’s image and we are all unique in a sense・

M「. GoIdstein read an a面cle in the Springfield newspape「 about a fam=y reunion our

family had three summers ago言n 1991. That aroused his inte「est, because the a面c!e

mentioned in passing the fact that my grandfathe「was aiding Jewish peopIe in Worid

War li days, and as I conversed with you on the phone, l mentioned that no’nObody in



israel knew about him. Though l’ve been there 25 times now and see Yad Veshim, the

Hoiocaust MemoriaI, Ve「y Often; and my guide, Who is a Jewish gaI, married to the top

SeCu「ity man in the whoie count「y, SayS, “Why don’tyou let us pIant a t「ee in your

grandfathe「’s memo「y?” But my rejoinder is言`We were neve「 introduced to any of the

PeOPIe we heIped because ifthe Gestapo came, We COuld not divuige any names of
those individuals who were so often guests in our house.”

l though自n orde「to paint a background for my grandfather and give special emphasis

to his kindness to the Jewish peopie, it wouid help to unde「stand something about his

ChiIdhood, his career, and thus his convictions and his courage.

CHILDHOOD

You have in you「 hands a =ttle fIyer. 1 put his picture on the「e as he Iooked in World War

i days, HermannWoIf. His b而hdate is given・ You notice hewas bom on JuIy22, 1875,

in the IittIe town of Kirchberg and you can locate that on the map thatyou have in your

hands. The other town, Falkenstein, is where we lived and where eventua=y he took up

his residence until such a time that he was ca=ed home bythe Lord.

He was bom into a Ch「istian family. His father’s name was also He「mann. They Iived in

an area of Eastem Germany that has aiways been greatIy impove「ished. Ki「chberg lies

in a little va=ey surrounded by ro冊ng h帥s in a mountain range ca=ed the Erzgebirge, Or

the O「e Mountains, because forthe 16th and 17th centuries, Silve「 o「e and iron ore were

mined there. As a matter offact, many Ofthe towns are st川famous because oftheir

mining tradition. One place especia=y is of inte「est to me. Right across the bo「de「 into

CzechosIovakia, Iies the town MarientaI, Ma「y’s Va=ey. The siiver that was mined the「e

WaS eSPeCia=y vaiuabIe and precious. The coins ofthat whoIe reaIm we「e made out of

s=ver mined in MarientaI. The Ge「man-SPeaking people cal看ed the coin therefo「e a

Marian-thaler. They d「opped the wo「d Ma「y and ca=ed it “thaler” and then that was

softened and became “do=ar.” So the word “do=ar’’actua=y has its orIgIn Very CIose to

Where my g「andfather comes f「om.

His father was a weaver. The mlnlng business went defunct because the siIve「 mines

and ore mines had been exhausted. So these humbIe peopIe had to Iook a「ound for

Other vocations. They imported the Iace-making techniques; Iadies would sit in front of a

round piI10W and throw togethe「 little wooden ma=ets attached to strings, and made very

eiaborate Iace, Others had la「ge Iooms on which they produced cし而ains and a more

COarSe tyPe Of lace. The other tradition is that ofwoodcarvlng. Men and women took up

the intricate art of carving figu「ines, eSPeCiaIiy for Christmastime. Much of what you see

in American stores impo巾ed f「om Germany originated, eVen under Communism, 「ight

f「om that area.

CAREER

As mentioned, my g「andfather’s father was a weaver, but my grandfathe「 Ieamed the

trade of b「icklayer. He was bo「n into a godly fam=y・ They went to church 「egularIy and

WO「Shiped God the best they knew how; in very humbie circumstances, however. With

剛e empIoyment, my g「andfather soon had to Iookfor otherwork. He moved jn 1911 o「
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1912 to a town only about 15 miIes from there, the town of Falkenstein, Where my

mother and my brother and siste「 and川ved in the same house with them. Myfather, aS

With a= the German men in those days, had to fight in WorId War =. In Hitler’s army言f

you didn’t, yOu gOt a bu=et hole through the back ofyou「 neck right here・

But at any rate, my grandfather, though a very pe「sonable individuai, WaS an eXtremeiy

Private pe「SOn. You rareIy heard him taIk about his childhood, at leastwhen l knew him・

His daughter Mrs. Loescher is here tonight, and she might remember him taIking about

his ch冊hood, Butwhen we Iived with him, 「areIy did he do so, eXCePt On One OCCaSion.

We had a large ga「den, and in those days my grandfather had me do a lot ofthe garden

WOrk (We had fruittrees and va「ious bushes and produce). He was going to make a

Sentimental joumey back to Ki「chberg to FaIkenstein, a distance of 15 miles-but it

might as we= have been across the ocean’because you did not trave=n those days,

especia=y right afterWorId War 11・ But he was so excited that hewas going to go home

and visit whateve「 relatives were stiil there. I suspect he took me along so I couId ca「ry

the two big paiIs, One fi=ed with gooseberries and the othe「 with currants" l car「ied the

Pails, he carried the responsibiIity" We took the bus to the cIosest bus station,
Voigtsgrun, and then we had to waIkfive miles. l was about = years oId then, and

heavily weighted underthe load ofthe pails’but f「om time to time Opa would carry them

aswe仕

丁hen at a certain place, aS We Came nea「 Kirchberg, he stopped and he pointed at a

「oadside ditch and he said, “That’s the ditch I ended up in.’’Ofcou「se he didn’t use bad

g「amma「. ’`丁his is the ditch in which I ended up"”And I said言`What do you mean, yOu

ended up in this ditch, Opa?”And he said言`Though l come from a Christian home, One

day some young men convinced me to drink aIcoholic beverages with them, and l

became d「unk and l couldn’t stay on the road and l fe旧nto the ditch. My companions

left me Iying there・ When l got out ofmy drunken stupor’l resoIved tha= would never

touch another gIass of aIcoholic beverage forthe rest of my Iife・” And he didn’t. lnstead’

he made a= sorts of good f「uitjuices; foreve「 in our house we had the best of healthful

drinks availabIe.

As we got eve「 cIose「to Kirchbe「g, he told more and more about his childhood. 1 felt

extremely privi!eged because during ou「visit I would sit up unti1 10‥00 pm with the oId

timers Iistening to their stories about the good old days or the bad old days, Whatever.

At homewe had to goto bed at 8‥00. Many German kids sti= haveto go to bed at8‥00,

which is unconscionable, but that’s the way they carry on the t「adition there.

My g「andfathermoved to Falkenstein in 1911 or 1912’aS I mentioned, and the main

occasion, I think, for his moving WaS the bui!ding ofthe large and beautiful city ha旧n

that sma= town of 12,000 peop!e. Even today言t is one ofthe most impressive buildings

in town. He prided himseIfin having had a part in putting up that city hall・ Hewas able

to save enough money to pu「Chase a house and immediately he puttwo big weavlng

machines or looms in the house. There he p「oduced curtains. Then World War l caIied

him into action. You can see him in hisWorid Wa「 I unifo「m as a strapplng yOung man,

and also his fi「stwife, a gOdlywoman by the name of Lina, the mother of Mrs. Loesche「

and the mothe「 of my mother, Hannah, aS We=・

Hermam Wb怖77]e UntoId Story ofan Uncommon Saint- Dr. Manf「ed Kober 3



He fought in the Kaiser’s a「my in F「ance. He was aIways gIad that he never saw any

action. He was the company cook, SO he stayed in the back enjoying the good food

While othe「s had to do the fighting fo「 him. Whi看e he was atwar in ApriI 1916, his first

Wife Lina died and left five IittIe children orphans. They had six children, but one only

=ved to be half a year oId, The「e was Gottf「ied, my unCle from Springfield who just

moved to be with his daughter in FIorida. He and his wife are 90 now, St用relativeIy

healthy at thei「 advanced age. There was Maria, Who fo「 a numbe「 ofyears lived in

Ha苗o「d, Comecticut. And Liesbeth, here with us tonight, and Martha and Hannah who

Stayed in East Germany. Hannah, aS I mentioned, WaS my mOther" My grandfathe「

「etumed from warto take care ofthese five =ttle orphans. But they had some good

Christian friends, and he mar「ied a woman who, aCCOrding to my aunt, WaS Ve「y kind to

the children. My grandfather outIived her. She died premature!y and then he ma「ried

ano[he「godIy woman, and he out=ved he「. So he had a very t「agic situation there, but

as a father and as a grandfatherwas able to build much into the Iives ofthe ch冊ren

and grandchild「en, aS I can attest・

Ifyou wentwith me to tha川ttle town in East Germanywhere he =ved fo「 so many

years, the town of Faikenstein’and found somebody on the streets ofthat city, maybe

Sixty-five o「 seventy yea「S Of age and asked, “Do you 「emember (as he was

a什ectionateIy ca=ed) Wo!fen Hermann?’’-yOu uSed the Iast name first-1 think a sm=e

Of 「ecognition would go over their face and they would say something like, ``Yes, he

aiways stopped to talk to me・” We never got anywhe「e with my grandfathe「・ We’d go

into town Iess than halfa mile away, and itwouId take us an hour because he talked

with eve「yone on the road. “Yes, he helped my parents in their business.’’Somebody

would say, ``Yes, he made the best smoked herring in the whole county.’‥`Yes, he’s

responsible for my being a Ch「istian.” ``Yes, he ioaned me some money and when l

couIdn’t repay it, he forgave my debt・” “Yes’he had the best fresh f「uit in his grocery

StO「e.”

Afte「World War l, the looms we「e no Ionger relevant. He was a very industrious

individuaI, aS I mentioned. Hewas notjusta man ofpiety, buta man ofindust「y. He put

a coal deposit in the basement ofthe house; in the firstfloor’a grOCery StOre; and then

he had in the back yard smoking ovens to smoke he「ring and eei and otherfish that

peopIe b「oughtto him. He gave awayas much as he could, muCh tothedismay ofhis

three wives. He aiways fe!t it was more blessed to give than to receive・

When l knew him in Fa!kenstein (as I said, myfam=y Iived with him inthe same house-
a very simple row house) he was notjust very business-minded, but he feIt that

everyone who was a god!y individual oughtto act in a godly fashion. Forthose ofyou

Who may not know as ciearly as might be possibIe the distinction between Ch「istians

and Christians-i know the HoIocaust is bIamed on Christians in Germany. LooseIy

SPeaking, Germany might have been a Christian nation. But when we speak about my

grandfather being a Ch「istian, We WOuId conside「 him to be an evange看ical Christian and

by this we mean that he, SOmetime in his Iifetime’truSted in the Lord Jesus Christ as his

Savio「 from sin. He, aS an eVangeIicaI Ch「istian, believed that the reference in lsaiah 53
“He was wounded fo「 our transg「essions, he was b「uised for our iniquities,” is a

refe「ence to the Lord Jesus Christ. 1fyou be=eve that, yOu became a Ch「istian. My

grandfather was very consistent in that・ As a Christian you followed Jesus Chrjst, Who

He仰am Wbl* The UnfoId Story ofan Uncommon Saint- Dr. Manfred Kober 4



CaiIed God His Fathe「. And as a memberofGod’s fam時One Ought to ac川ke it. What

my grandfather did, Whether heIping other people’Or aS l’= relate in a few minutes,

helping the Jewish peopIe in a speciai fashion, WaSn’t done to gaIn meritwith God. He

fe看t that God so Ioved him, that God had so enriched him, thatthatwas the least he

COuld do, tO dowhat God wanted him todo. I think his Ioveforthe Jewish people and

fo「 the Jewish state we「e obvious to a=. l remember his excitement as I was gIued with

him to the radio set in May of 1948 =stening to forbidden radio station RIAS (Radio in

the American Sector) upon the b而h ofthe state of lsraei. That was one ofthe spi「itual

highlights of his iife. He knewf「om both the OId and the New Testament that the Jewish

PeOPle were God’s chosen people, and he was aiways hoping that there would be a

homeland forthem. So he was not a Ch「istian in the generai term, Simply belonging to a

Ch「istian denomination; but he was a convinced Christian who had dedicated his life to

fo=owthe Lord and to do what His Wo「d said.

CONVICTiONS

So when my grandfathe「 moved to Falkenstein, aS industrious as he was during the

week, Sunday aftemoon he would walk to some smaiI town to visitwith a group of

Christians, meeting ln a tOWn Where they did not have a regular pastor. He was an

uno冊cial worke「 in the chu「ch, Ca=ed an “exhorter.” My 「eIatives over the「e were

Methodists, the oId-time Methodists, Who beiieve the Bible to be the Word of God, and
so on. while he was not ca=ed into the ministry, he wouId take us aIong: my mOther, my
sister, Who is two years olderthan l, my brotherwho is two years younge「than 」yOu

can see us here, aS We We「e back in those hoary days ofyesteryear-and we would go

and cut a path through the forest, the shortest distance to some town like Werda or
Bergen or Gr山nbach, five miles each way on a Sunday aftemoon. We wouId ca「ry our

musica=nst「uments. Tota=y unthinkable in America! You don’t walk straight through the

forest in the United States. Ove「 there, foIks were permitted to remove the dry lower

branches as kindling wood and we wouId walk th「ough the forest to Werda・ We wouId

PIay our instruments; my mOther and sister played the guita「; i had the lute, iike a guitar

butwith the round back on it. Sowe would walk aIong sIngIng SOngS and then we would

reach the meeting ha=・ A sma= group of believe「s were gathered. Grandfather would

read a passage f「om the OId or NewTestament’and then he would exhort the people in

their godly Iife. We wouId provide some speciai music・ He would ciose in praye「 then we

wouId walk back home. So thatwas our Sunday activity. And i rea=y don’tthink we

mindedit.

Now as l drive through this area everyyear, l ask myselfand =e= mywife and two
children who make thattrip with me eve「y otheryea「that i don’t know how l managed to

Walk this fa「 every Sunday, =hink i sti= could do it, butwe didn’t Iook at distances in

those days. We did it because we knew it heIped these peopIe in thattown who didn’t

have a pastor.

So he was a ve「y practicaI Christian who not only served in churches but in his own life

had da=ydevotions with us, and we could teli ofhis deep faith aswe lived with him day

by day. When l talk about him in theseterms as being a godly man oran uncommon
Christian, l do so not out ofa sense of帥al pietythat you want to make your ancestors
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!ook better than they rea=y we「e. Because l had in juxtaposition to him, my Other

g「andfather on my fathe「’s side・ My father perished during the cIosing days ofWo「ld

War Il. He was mlSSlng In aCtion-he was probably ki=ed bythe Russians. But his father
WaS nOt a Christian. Oh, he belonged to the Lutheran church, Hewas on the church

boa「d there. But he wouid curse at peopIe on the farm fieids that belonged to him, When

they wanted to pick some =ttle kemels of g「ain after harvest because they we「e hungry.

He would curse my grandmother, his godlywife, When he found her sneaking to us a

POund ofbutteron a piate, hidden under a large mountain ofcottage cheese’SO that he

WOuIdn’t see it. From time to time, he suspected she did that. He wouid brush awaythe

COttage Cheese and he wouId curse her and us. And I remember my two g「andfathe「s

Sitting in that farmhouse on my fathe「’s side, the ancient fa「mhouse in a sma= town

CalIed Siebenhitz, just two miies outside of Faikenstein-it’s sti= there. The「e were la「ge

WOOden beams hoIding up the iow ce冊g; in the comer a glganticwhite tiIe stove, a

Primitive-hewn kitchen tabIe with a bench on either side, and here was Hermann Wolf
and the「e was Reinhart Kober. And here is litt!e Manfred Kober listening in. Maybe I

Shouldn’t have. But my grandfather on my fathe「’s side never couid understand how you

could be!ieve in a God. He had seven sons and two daughters. Fourofthe seven sons

were ma「「ied and had children. Those four neve「 retumed f「om WorId War =. And he

Said to my grandfather He「mann WoIf’“Don’t teiI me the「e’s a God when He does that

to me.” And my grandfathe「Wolftried to explain’“Did God start that wa「? O「 did HitIer?

Are the German people to bIame fo「what is now comlng uPOn them? How can you

bIame that on God?”

When my grandfather on my mother’s side experienced tragedy and triais, he didn’t

blame God. He said itcouid have been a Iotworse butfo「the g「ace ofGod. Asfaras l

know, my grandfather on my father,s side never in a pe「sonal way tu「ned to God and

beIieved on Jesus Christ as his Savio「. So I could see a godly grandfather and,

unfo巾unately, a Ve「y ungOdIy grandfather" So l appIaud Hermann Wolffo「 his patience

with my other grandfather whom l admire, Whose memory l s帥che「ish, but who was

the farthest thing f「om being a genuine Christian.

The waryears we「e very d輔cultfor us. The Nazi years we「e coming to a cIose, and

they did not pass us in a cu「so「yfashion. Hitler, just like the Communists yea「s late「,

had his tentacies aI看over in every community. 1fyou look atthe picture ofthe house

once more, my eariiest childhood memory relates to 10Oking out that third-floor

window-the rounded window in the center-tO the street below as a car screeched up

to a house right nextto us. Itwas a Gestapo ca「, and three Nazi agentsjumped out of

the car, Went intothe house, and puiIed Ge巾ud, a yOung lady, OutOfthe house. She

was sc「eaming atthe top of her lungs, and they bruta=y shoved her in the car and sped

away. Her mothe「 cried hopeiessly out in the street and we approached her and asked

What had happened. She said, `’Appa「entiy my daughte「 had criticized HitIer and now

they are taking her away・” We feared the worst. Our fears were realized"丁h「ee weeks

later she 「eceived word that her daughter had had a heart attack. In a roundabout way

she found out sometime afterthat the Nazis had poiSOned her. Ou「 next-door neighbor’s

daughte「 vanished・ Some people across the street who had mentai probIems vanished.

So we knew of camps where HitIer was shipping German people and exterminating

them. Rightfrom the sta直We had a ve「yte「rifying fear ofwhat was goIng On.
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COURAGE

But my grandfather, yOu reCa町WaS a Christian and he be=eved both the OId and the

New Testaments. He believed there was something very special about the chosen

PeOPle. He wouId quote passages like Deuteronomy 32:10, When somebody was
SurP「ised about his special treatment ofthe Jews・ He said’``Didn’t Moses in his swan

SOng teII the nation of lsraei that God kept His people as the appIe of His eye?” And in

Zechariah 2:8, Where the prophet says, “He that touches you (lsraeI) touches the apple

Of God’s eye.” And my grandfathe「 COnCluded, anyOne that precious to God ought to be

P「eCious to us. God had given him a rea=ove forthe Jewish people.

But much ofhis relationship with them never came to light untii years after l had le什He

would neve「talk about it. ! remember having Jewish people in our home. They shared

Our humbie meaI at dinne面me. He never introduced them to us. And we didn’t ask why,

because we knew. One of ou「 pastors wrote an a面cIe in ou「 denominational periodicaI,

Die F万edensg/ocke, about a situation that happened in our church・ He mentioned

COming to our house and finding usjust readyto sit down fo「 a meal, and my

grandfather hospitably invited him tojoin ou「 meager po面on. He said, “Whe「e four can

eat, five can aiso eat;’’however many people the「e were at the time" And then as the

PaStOr bid us fa「ewe=青he said, ``But I nevergotto meet M「〃-” waiting” for my

g「andfather to introduce him. My grandfather stopped him short and said’“l know what

you want to know. He’s a friend・ He’s a Jewish friend. He’s not the fi「st Jewish f「iend

we,ve had in our house, and he’s notgoing to bethe lastJewish friend in ou「house. We

want him to have a decent meal.”And this pastor in that a面cIe that he wrotejust a short

time afterthat happened said, “l admonished He「mann Woifthat he was putting his Iife

at risk and that of his whoie fam時”And Hermann Wolfsaid, ``Greate「 is He that is in us

than he that is in the worid.” The Nazis we「e motivated by Satan. But he felt he was

doing the work ofGod, and God is in sovere-gn COntrOI ove「 men and theirfears ofmen.

So he was fea「Iess from the starf.

He knewthat Hitlerwas doomed. As soon as HitIe「 ente「ed o冊ce in 1933, he began to

ve「ba=y attack the Jews・ Discemlng Christians we「e aIarmed over the developments・ ln

1938, in the =ight of November 9 and lO, Hitier’s henchmen executed the Krista=nacht.

Th「oughout Germany and the occupied te「ritories ofAust「ia, CzechosIovakia and

Sudeteniand 267 Jewish synagogues we「e bumed, OVer 7,000 Jewish businesses we「e

damaged or destroyed and 30,000 Jewish men were arrested and incarcerated・ My

grandfather and a= his family knew that God would punish Hit!e「・

Worid War = had bareIy gotten undervay when my grandfathe「 wamed everyone w冊ng

to Iisten-and remembe「, he talked with everyone he met-and everybody got the same

Iine一“HitIer might as we= give up on this war・ He has Iost it befo「e he started it,

because the Jewish people a「e God’s plumb line bywhich He’s going tojudge the

nations.” You a= know Genesis 12:3, ``l w川b看ess them that bless thee [the seed of

Abraham]. l w帥cu「se him that curseth thee.” So my grandfathe「 was convinced that

Hitierwas doomed and Ge「manywas doomed. When the Communists moved in, he

WaS nOt SurP「ised that at least part of Ge「many, realIy, StOOd under the judgment of

God. In those days, though it may be ha「d foryou foIks in America to beIjeve, We djd not
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「ea=ze there were these concentration camps for the Jewish people. We thought the

Jews were shipped away to remote places like some ofthe Germans were, but not untiI

the Ame「icans came in and opened Buchenwald, the cIosest concent「ation camp to us,

did we reaIize the fuli horro「 ofthe finaI soIution.

My grandfather heIped the locai Jewish people whenever he cou!d’Often without

anyone knowlng Ofhis ait「uism・ I don’tthink even my mothe「 knew much ofthat. Not

unt= years Iate「 did his sister Martha te= me that he「 husband, WalterAdler, and my

grandfathe「, He「mann Wolf, WOuld go to Jewish homes under cover of da「kness with

handfuls of money and put them anonymously in their ma=box・ So the Jewish people

might have suspected where the money was from’but they never knew. Mrs・ Loesche「

reminded me that there were Jewish people in town by the name of Faber. As a matter

Offact, She worked in their home for awhile as a housekeeper. Interestingly, they had a

young man bythe same as myfirst name’Manf「ed, eXCePt they ca=ed him Mandela・

There was the famiiy of Eisenmann in ou「town, and I remembe「 the largest department

StOre WaS OPe「ated by a lady by the name ofAuguste Levy" Apparently a= these people

were in our home. They were gIVen meaIs, they were glVen mOney and then, tOWard the

end ofthe wa「, aS things we「e happenlng quick and fast, theywere in ou「 house, they

shared our ai「-raid shelter. Pa巾Of ou「 basement was an extension ofthe air raid room

and behind la「ge crates and boxes there was a specia=ittIe side room where they were.

They brought a旧heir earthly possessions aIong’Which apparently they had put a旧n

One Iarge chest, With a rounded top and heavy meta=ocks. Then when the coast was

clear, these peopIe le什by cover ofdarkness. Sometimes they Ieft the chest behind and

Iater someone eIse wouid come and take it for them. We =ttle chiIdren we「e aiways

curious-What on earth might they have in this chest? But we were never a=owed to

touch it, Ofcourse. We hoped and prayed that many ofthem made itto Eastem Eu「ope

and eventua=y to israei・ But as far as them tota=y being exterminated by the Nazis, We

never suspected that, though we thought maybe some were impr-SOned, =ke the

hapIess ofthe Germans who opposed HitIer.

There’s a tradition in our church-l remind you it was a godIy, Old-fashioned Methodist

chu「ch-that eve「y New Year’s Eve they had a service (I think they stili do), right up

until midnight, tO Seethe NewYearcome in・ But at lO PM sharp the pastorca=sfo「a

time of pub=c testimony. Anyone who wants to, COmeS before the congregation to teii

how God has bIessed them within the Iast yea「. 1twas aIso a tradition that my

g「andfather, Who sat in the first row, WaS the fi「st to rise to the occasion. Du「ing the

Service he sat always with his eyes cIosed (and everybody assumed he was sIeeping);

but we knewwhen we went home and he questioned us about the service, he was very

much awake,

Hermam got up, WaIked the few steps to the p!atform, right beneath the pulpit, and he

gave a testimony. And much to the amusement’I dare say’Ofsome ofthe people, he

COnCluded each time with a stanza ofa song, a We=-known beloved church hymn.用

glVe yOu the German fou「 lines, fo=owed by my rough EngIish transiation‥

No matter how d冊cuit the year had been, and these wa「 years were extremely d冊cult

for him, he praised God・ He st冊estified to God’s goodness, eVen aS he lost one wife

after another.
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Se杓er kann ich niemats werden

Ats /Ch schon h Jesu bh.

A//e Freuden dieser Eiden

Shd nur 77t/g und Scheingewhn.

The greatest treasu「es I possess,

Are those received from the Son of God;

Because the t「easu「es of this wo「id

Are faIse pretense,

And count for naught.

PeopIe thought that wasjust a nice way for him to conclude his testimony. As Pasto「

Po=mer wrote on another occasion, ``There was a testimony time when nobody thought

that Hermann Wolfwould get up and waIk to the pIatform,” becausejust a few days

before, On Ch「istmas Eve of 1950, my mOthertragica=y died; his beloved daughte「. How

COu!d he get up and testify that he sti= possessed the t「easures in God that he always

appreciated? And yet, aS Pasto「 Po=mer says, ``Grandfather Wolf came up there and

gave his testimony’uSing the words of Job in the Old Testament who said, `The Lord

gave and the Lord has taken away. BIessed be the name ofthe Lord.’And then he

concluded with that stanza again,’’And their smiles vanished, because they saw that

what he said iteach year, he spoke f「om the bottom of his heart. I was the「e in that

testimony meeting, and l remember.

I 「eaiize that no matter how t「agic the situation-because ofWorId Wa「 = you could lose

your father, yOu COuId lose you「 mother-my grandfathe「 and my parents used to say一
“God w川make it upto you.’’And He has, and Hew川forany ofus aswe commit

ourselves to God’s kind and gracious guidance. F「om our pe「SPeCtive言t may not make

sense. ButGod istoowiseto make mistakes, and He istoo good to be unkind. l 「emind

myselfofthat; l remind my students at Faith Baptist Bibie College ofthat. So my

grandfather from year to year ent「usted himseif to the care of the loving, SOVere-gn God.

We had a pasto「du「ingWorldWar = days in Nazi Germanywho’by his own late「

confession, WaS One Ofthe cowa「ds who refused to speak out against what HitIer and

his henchmen began to do with the Jewish people since 1933 when the Nazi stooges

desecrated their synagogues, When they smashed in windows and painted ye=ow sta「s

and the most f剛y ofstatements on Jewish homes. Many pastors refused to take a

stand. They didn,t agree with that, but they were so af「aid fo「 their own Iife.

OnIy about four years ago I found out from one ofthose old time「s who 「emembered

what my g「andfather had said, “Did you knowthatwheneve「 itwas in 1938 or 1939,

your g「andfather got up in that annuai testimony meeting and said something to defend

the Jewish people?” I said, ``No, te11 me about it"” He said’“ltwasthe time of Nazi

persecution ofthe Jewish people attheir height" He got up from the seat, hejust gave
one quotation f「om the Scriptures, John 4‥22: `Saivation is ofthe Jews・’And the

congregation held their breath’nOt knowIng What to think of a brave man like that. And

the pastor hung his head, red as a beet in shame. This pasto「discontinued these
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testjmony meetings forthe rest ofthe war years,帥his successor, [whom l knew]

Pasto「 Po=me「 came in.’’

That was He「mann WoIf. He was totaliy unaf「aid. When the Communists moved in after

the Ame「icans had pu=ed out, the area where川ved was an area fi「st occupied by the

Ame「icans and then, unfortunately, the Americans ieft us and the Russian a「mies came

in. The Russians p冊ered the city ha旧n Falkenstein, the same city ha= that my

grandfather helped buiid・ They found a iist of names; nameS Offamilies that wouId be

exterminated if Hitie「won World War ll. The Nazis had it planned down to a T. One of

Ou「 「eiatives was the mayor of Fa!kenstein and he divuIged, ``You know whose name

WaS uP there? Hermam Wolf and family.’’Which means that if HitIe「 had won that wa「,

Our Iives wouid have ended at BuchenwaId. Somehow the Nazis knew what was goIng

On. God in His grace protected ourfamiIy in a marvelous way, and my grandfatherwas

Permitted to Iive out his冊e.

The a面cIe to which l referred ea「iier (and you have at Ieast the headline rep「oduced on

an introductory sheet) is “The Ung「acious Hou「 ofthe Oid Hermann WoIf・’’According to

Ourforme「 pasto「, Only once in his lifetime was Hermann Wolfvery ungracious, WaS

Ve「y unkind・ The pasto「 relates coming to the house and my grandfather visibly agitated

Said, “Do you knowwho was he「ejust 30 minutes ago?’’The pastorsaid, ``No・’’``itwas

a fo「mer poIice commander’s wife, Mrs. M胡er. And M「s. M剛erwanted me to sign a

statement; that her husband, [who was a monster in town, Car「ying out the Nazi

directives] t「eated you, Mr. Wolf, Very humanely because he didn’t send you to an

exte「mination camp.” Because Mr. M刑er, the police inspector, had ca=ed in my

g「andfathe「 one day and said’``Hermam Wolf, i know what you’re doing・ But have you

noticed,’’he said with a sa「castic sm=e on his face, “that you「 Jewish friends have

tumed against you one after another? And they were a旧aken care of?” My g「andfathe「

didn,t know what a= that meant, but he said, “i w帥neverfo「get that.” My grandfathe「

remembered that the Nazis had touched God’s anointed, the Jewish peopIe. And now

that widow, afterWorld War =, WaS OVer, Wanted my grandfathe「to sign a statement

that lnspector M胡erwas ve「y humane. And my g「andfathe「, aS SOrt Of a confession

related tothe past, he said, ``Then l screamed at her・ l said, `Getout, yOu WOman・ If l

had dogs I would sicthem on you・’’’The oniytime, aPParently言n his Iifetime, my

grandfather had been that agitated. He wanted to know from the pastor what he had
done wrong. This pastor said, ``No. You wouId have condoned this injustice that was

done in the name ofthe German peopIe by ailowing that man to again have a position

Of responsib冊ywhen he should be punished forwhat he has done.’’Thus the

ungracious hour in the life of He「mann Woif.

=ast saw my grandfather on February 8, 1952. Myfatherwas miSSIng ln aCtion, my

mother died in 1950, my re!atives in the United States, Mr. and M「s. Loescherwho a「e

here; M「. and Mrs. WoIfwho are now in Fio「ida; my aunt in Ha西ord, my grandfather’s

daughter Maria; aSked if one of us three ch=d「en left as orphans from World Wa川

would come to America. When the invitation came, i was the fo巾unate one to be chosen

because my b「other had been adopted by a fine Ch「istian couple and my sister as we=・

These were d聞cult times because that section of East Germany where we iived was

=ke a prlSOnWithin a p「lSOn. We lived cIose to the l「on Curtain. For a period oftime we
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COuldn’t even leave our county to go to the next county, because that’s whe「e we lived,

the Communists had their m冊ary insta=ation, radar stations and u「anium mines. The

iron and siIver ores were gone, but they extracted b冊ons ofdo=ars’worth of uranium

Ore fo「the atom and hydrogen bombs in the Soviet Union f「om that area. So we couldn’t

even go to the next county. We committed the matte「to God in prayer. We tried various

escape routes; nOne Ofthem worked. 1 finaIiy sat down and I wrote a b「ief Ietter to the

East German govemment asking them ifthey wouid not pIease g「ant me an exit pe「mit.

l was not even a teenager yet. Would they piease aIIow me to leave because ofthe
death of my parents. l wanted to Iive with some f「iends in West Germany, nOt knowing

how Iong it wouid take them to get a permit fo「 the United States. The miracle

happened. Within three weeks I had an exit permit. I am the only one ofa= my relatives
Since Wo「Id War II who was a=owed to Ieave the “Worker’s Paradise.” lt took my

「elatives th「ee days to reaiize this was a genuine exit pe「mit. No one had ever seen one

Ofthese precious pleCeS Of paper before. Then they quickiy packed my suitcases, then

began the fa「ewe=s. l went to the Koberfarm to say farewe= to my g「andfathe「 and

grandmother there.

1 knew I would never see them again. Once you leave a Communist country, the move

is permanent. Littie did l knowthat in 1957 the East German govemment wouid declare

gene「aI amnesty fo「 anybody who escaped before 1957’nO matte「 how one got out.

And the「e was my grandfather, Who wanted to take me to the bo「de「. He wanted to be

With me as Iong as possibIe. 1 had iived with him those Iasttwo and a halfyea「s・ My

brother had Iived ciose by, my Siste「 moved some distance away. And he became more

kind during those two years than l’d eve「seen him. He neve「 could see any of us

having a momentwhen we didn’t have anything to do. Hewas notjusta man of

hum冊y, Piety and indust「y, but a man ofidiosyncrasies・ I thinkwe a= are・ And as Mrs・

Loescher wi= bea「, he always was a workho「se and insisted we were workho「ses as

we=. But he Iet up a little during thosetwo and a halfyears. Hewas so kind and wanted

to go with me to the border before the Communists rea=zed whatthey had done in

glV-ng me an eXit pe「mit・ As ittu「ned out late「) itwas a bu「eauc「atic blunder on their

Part and theytried to fo「ce me to come back; but by God’s g「ace l was abIe to stay in

West Germany and eventua=y came to the United States・

On Februa「y 8, 1952, We Were at the border station of Gutenfurst. The Communists had

erected a primitive shed as a 「a=road station. The ve面cai wooden boards had wide

SPaCe in between so the cold winter airand snow blew 「ight in・ Just a few people

Shivered in the coid. Even in those days, the autho「ities ha「d!y let anyone leave. I was

SO emOtiona=y upset that, unknown to my grandfathe「, l went out ofthe bu圃ng,

Sneaked around and deposited in the snow the indigestib!e food f「om my stomach.

Trying to be a brave young man, l went back in and just continued to talk with my

grandfather t冊he pa面ng moment came"丁hen i headed on the train westbound for

Bavaria, West Germany, Where i stayed for a yea「 with some dear friends" He headed

back to East Germany.

But on that Iast day, When he accompanied me to the border, Opa caught a seve「e cold.

That coId deveIoped into pneumonia and onApriI 16, 1952, he was on his deathbed; nO

Penic冊n ava帖able, nO mOdem medication. He ca看led a= the family around his deathbed,

a man who had lived 77 years hono「ing God, Servlng God, aSSured that he wouId enter
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heaven, nOt because ofwhat he had done, but because ofwhat his Savior had done for

him. My brothe「 said, ``l weptwhen we were s看ngIng and he called me ove「 and he said,
`F「iedhelm, don’t c「y. l am aboutto have the mostwonde血I time in my Iife. l’m going to

See the Lo「d in heaven.’’’And then he asked them to sing a song thatwe a= s帥sing

OVer there, “Dahehn, Oh we/ch eh sch6nes Wb互” (“At Home, Oh What A Blessed

Word”). And though not eve「ybody has an easy death as my grandfather did, he opened

his eyes widely, a Smile went across his face as he apparentiy had a g!impse ofthat

gIo「y that awaited him・ He c!osed his eyes, and his spirit depa巾ed for heaven.

On the other hand, his spirit is s帥ve「y much with us. 1t remained behind as a wonde血I

exampie of a godiy individuaI who言n the face of iife-th「eatening danger, WaS gOing to

risk his life and thatofhisfamiiyfora cause that he knewto be right. l wish I could say

the「e we「e m冊ons of people like that, Christians in Ge「many who tried to heip the

Jewish people in any way they couId. There we「en’t. Pasto「 PoIImer said in his a面cle,
“Herman WoIfwas one ofthose ra「e breed.’冊s not fo「 me to judge how many Germans

there we「e heiping the Jews, but l think it does us good to 「ememberthere we「e some,

and to 「ememberwhythey did it. Because they had a love for God, they had a love for

God’s Word, and a love fo「 God’s peop!e. 1 think God honors G「andfatherWoif. Notjust

right now in heaven as he is rewa「ded for his faithfulness on earth, but He honors him in

the iives of his chiid「en. Five children, Who grew up, 13 grandchiidren; Ofthe 13 of us,

Six are in the fu=-time ministry and the othe「s are very actively invoIved. My cousin Ron

is a medicaI doctor, his wife a nurse at the Holyoke CIinic. Liesbeth, her daughter

Eveiyn; that,s my grandfather’s granddaughter・ Her daughter Becky with two sons

Ethan and Ph掴p, g「eat-grandchiIdren aI「eady being brought up in the nurfure and

admonition ofthe Lord. My famiIy in lowa, tWO WOnde血I godly chiIdren.

Sothe blessingSgOOn and on, and l thinkweseefu剛ed in his iifeand I think in many

lives of godly individuals, the promise that God made to Israel back when He introduced

theTen Commandmentstothem in Exodus 20. He said in ve「ses 5 and 6 that hewou!d

bring iniquity to the thi「d and fo而h generation to peopIe that hate Him and that disobey

His commandments, tO idoIatrous peopie, In Deuteronomy 7:9 the word ``generations” is

used-God promised biessing to a godIy people for a thousand gene「ations.

1 thinkwe as a family are blessed because ofthe godly grandfatherwho was w冊ng to

COuntthe cost and w冊ng to take the stand. Now it is no Ionger an untold story, but an

uncommon saint.

I want to express to you my appreciation for letting me 「ehearse the Iife of an unusual

man. Mayhebe an exampletoa= ofus.
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Remembering Kristallnacht 

Baden Baden , Germany- Jews arrested following Kristallnacht were forced to walk through the streets with a sign rea'!frl',g

"God does not forgive us." Photo: Yad Vashem

"Get rid of the Jews!" 

"The Jews are Germany's misfortune" 
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